In another public place, Beijing Zoo, Ma Yongfeng's recent video work 'Beijing
Zoological Garden' marks a departure from his earlier video pieces and moves into
a realm that is more reflective. In this video Ma Yongfeng wanders with his camera
through the Beijing Zoo filming the animals in their various enclosures. The film

is shown as a circular image, as if through the lens of a camera obscura, and this
emphasises the viewer's detachment from the scenes portrayed. As he drifts around
the Zoo, Ma Yongfeng observes and records the movements of the animals and their
spectators, creating a mysterious atmosphere that explores the artificial habitat of
the animals in their man-made shelters. Boundaries shift between animal and human.
Man watches the animals, the animals watch man in an artificial environment in
which species are saved from the rigours of the outside world.



